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LETTERS FROM A
SANTA FE ARMY CLERK, 1855 - 1856
CHARLES E. WffiLDEN

edited by John Hammond Moore

ON JULY 19, 1855, this brief article appeared in the columns of
the Charleston (S. C.) Courier: '

.

Major Richardson, of the Third Infantry, left Fort Leavenworth
on the 28th ult., with some five hundred meri, for New Mexico.
The officers with the command are: Col. GRAYSON, Commissary
Department; Major THORNTON, Ordinance Department; Major
SMITH, Pay Department, and Lieuts. CARR, SMEAD, DAVIS and
SCHRODER, and Assistant Surgeon PERRIN. The command takes mit
some $100,000 government funds and it large supply train.

It is doubtful if many people in Charleston took much interest in
this announcement, but it certainly was read with considera1?le
interest in one household. For, accompanying Colonel John B.
Grayson of the Commissary Department was a thirty-one-year-old
clerk by the name of Charles E. Whilden, a Charleston native and
a brother of William G. Whilden, a local banker. During the
next few mOilths William and his wife, Ellen, heard much more
concerning the Southwest. Charles wrote frequently about the
strange land which had so recently come under the American flag.
At first he took a distinct dislike to New Mexico. Santa Fe was
"nothing but a collection of mud Houses One story high;" goods
and services were "dear," and perhaps the United States should
just give the land back to the Indians "and let them fight it out in'
their .own fashion." In a short time, however, Whilden begins to
like the area much better; in fact, he becomes something of a local
booster, bragging about the healthy climate, fine vegetables, and
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awe-inspiring scenery. Just how many letters were exchanged is
not known, but eight letters written from Santa Fe-August 1855
to July 1856-are preserved in the South Caroliniana Library,
Columbia, S. C. They describe the exciting experiences Charles
Whilden had with the wagon train on the way West-inquisitive
Indian chiefs, stampeding cattle, and pr~irie fires-and paint a
clear picture of a relatively quiet, but interesting existence in the
city of Santa Fe.
Whilden returned East in the late 1850's and served at least
two terms in the Confederate infantry. He first enlisted in May
I 862 and was subsequently discharged because of battle wounds.
After farming near Charleston for a time he re-enlisted in February 1864 and was again discharged in October of that same year
when he became ill. He died suddenly on September 25, 1866,
at the age of 42.1 His brother William was a well-known business
figure in Charleston for several decades after the Civil War ended.
About 1884 he moved to Greenville, S. c., where he became an
insurance agent. He died there on June 9, 1896. His obituary in
the Charleston News & Courier indicates that his wife Ellen,
whom Charles had addressed fondly as "my dear sister," had died
some years earlier. Here, reproduced with the permission of the
South Caroliniana Library, are the letters written from New
Mexico by Charles Whilden to his brother's family in Charleston.

Santa Fe, New MeXICO
August 28th 1855
Dear William,
We arrived here yesterday in good health and spirits, having
been ever since the 30th June on our way- I found a letter from
you & also Charleston & other papers- I am glad that you were
pleased with the portrait- I wish I had something more valuable
to present to you- Qn our journey we passed through some trying scenes-suffered from pestilence and thirst-fire & everything
else- About the middle of July, the prairie accidentally took fire-
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swept through our Camp, and burnt up the Tents, Clothingalmost everyth,ing of some 500 Recruits- You have seen in the
Books at School pictures of the prairies on fire, and can imagine
how like the old Harry the fire goes when it has once started- It
commenced by a little darkey belonging to one of the Ladies, letting a coal drop on the dry grass while cooking, and the recruits
who were mostly dutchmen, instead of rushing in manfully and
trying to extinguish it, thought it was fine fun, until it burnt
them out of house and home-and they found it necessary to
sleep on the bare ground- I was sorry for them, but it learnt them.
a lesson, and the next fire they turned out, .and extinguished it
before any damage was done- A great many of the muskets were
in the Barnes, & they went off wounding four or five, one of whom
after being carried for 400 miles died from his wound-:'or rather
after the amputation of his Ami at the Shoulder, which was necessary to be done. But to show what· Kind of men these recruits
were, and how much they could have. been depended on in the
case of a fight with the Indians, I will state one circumstanceAfter the fire it was a matter of astonishment that only about half
of the loaded muskets went off, and on examination being had
and the charges drawn it was found that 140 of them out of about
325 had been loaded with the Ball first. The Officers who accompapied the Expedition were loud in their denunciations of
the manner in which it had been fitted out, and the character of
the men they were sent out to conduct across the plains- They
were 150 Dragoons along, who being mostly Americans could have
made a fight perhaps if they had been furnished with Arms-but
each one lead a Horse, and not a single weapon. We met various
Tribes of Indians, and on one occasion about 4000 Camanches
& Kiawas under Shave Head the Great Chief of the Camanches
both of Texas and New Mexico, and if they had Known that our
soldiers }Vere unarmed & would run at the first attack-they could
have wiped out the whole command-got 200,000 in specie, 700
Mules & Horses, nearly 100 Wagons heavily laden-in fact, wealth
untold for them. But they did not Know what we did, and professed peace- You should have seen these wild Indians, all painted
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& decked off with feathers & their splendid Horses which they
rode as if they [had] been born in the Saddle-the Squaws dressed
the same as the men, & armed with their Bows & Arrows tipped
with Steel or lron- The Boys .are hard cases, and at the age of
13 or 14 can Kill an Antelope with their arrows as easy as one of
our marksmen with a rifIe- We saw a deer whichone of these little wretches Killed- The Arrow penetrated almost through. the
Animal- The little Indian was about 12, and shot him off his
Horse while running. Shave Head & myself became very friendly
- I rode along side of him & White Eagle, Buffalo Hump & others
of thtfirBig Chiefs for a dozen miles- Shave Head seemed
pleased with my red beard- He pointed to it, & then to the SunOur conversation was not very extensiveWe also had a Stampede, the terror of which a man can never
conceive from a letter- Only imagine some 700 Animals getting
frightened & rushing through your camp at 20 miles an Hour
overturning and trampling down every thing in their way, &
rushing over the plains like a whirlwind- Fortunately in our
Stampede they did not rush through the Camp, but a little to one
side, so that no one was hurt- The Indians cause these stampedes,
by shooting an· arrow into one Horse or mule or frightening it,
in some way-it snorts & fIees& all the rest follow suit. A madness
seizes them & it is impossible as such a time to restrain the Gentlest Horse- We fortunately recovered nearly all Our AnimalsTwice we had to swim our Horses & Wagons across rapid streams
which the rains had swelled, & on one occasion two soldiers were
drowned iIi getting over-one a striker for our Tent-a striker is
a Soldier who is assigned to an officer's tent to pitch it and assist
in .doing anything which is wanted. But the saddest & most horrible of all was the killing before my eyes of our driver & cook,
who had been quarrelling with our waiter about something & advanced on him with a Club- The driver was a large Athletic
Negro, & the waiter a weak & delicate Negro boy of about 19
who was setting the Table for dinner before the Tent...;;.. As the
man struck him a blow. ",hich in the hands of such a powerful
man might have crushed him-the boy with sudden desperation
I
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seized a Knife & stabbed him to the heart- Befo~e Col. Grayson
& myself could rush in-he staggered-fell on his back, gave a
gasp & died- The whole thing was done so quick & was so unexpected, that the man was dead with the Club finnly clutched
in his hands in a few seconds after the first, blow- We iinmediately sent for the Alcalde of Tuckalotar near which the thing
occurred, who summoned a Jury, & Col. & myself appeared as
witnesses- It is a singular sight these Mexican Juries- They
decided that the boy must appear next October before the higher
Court-:-Col G giving security in the sum of $500 that he would
be answerable for his appearance- The,boy will probably not be
punished severely, as he was one of the best boys for a negro that
I have ever seen, & the evidence will be of the strongest Kind
that he acted in self defence. Both of them were free Negroes
engaged in Saint LouisI have seen \Thousands of Buffaloes, & been right in among
them, but Killed none- One Big Bull Buffalo made a charge on
us, after receiving a riRe Ball & 5 Balls from my revolver which
I lent to a gentlemen to finish him- We left in a hurry, for when
wounded they are most dangerous neighbours, and will outrun
an ordinary Horse- Some of our party had most narrow escapes
from their eagerness in the chase- The Meat of the Calfs is very
fine-then a cow Buffalo is preferred- The meat of a Bull is very
similar to tough Beef-. Very frequently parties cross the plains
without encountering a single Buffalo- We were more fortunate,
and I presume I have been in a single Herd of 10,000- The
plains were covered with them- If you ever have a shot at one
be sure to hit him under the fore shoulder, and if he is not Killed,
then run- We also saw Deer, Antelope, and Rabbits they call
"Jackass Rabbits" from their resemblance to that animal being
almost as large, - with just as long ears, prairie dogs, a very harmless Animal living in Villages under ground, and looking more
. like large Squirrels than dogs, having their own constitution &
laws, and living as they say with perfect happiness in company
with Rattle Snakes and Owls. As for Rattle Snakes, hundreds were
killed every day-this is the Country for them- Big Ants, Hop-
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per grapes with stomachs like Aldermen, and every Kind of insect & vermin- Spotted Lizards would crawl under our beds, but
we had to get used to them- The Wolves howled about our Encampment every night, and wo~ld look us in the face in broad
daylight- But you need not think that it was such a terrible trip
after all- It was more tedious than usual, & more unfortunate in
some respects, but I enjoyed it on the whole. The Ladies of the
Officers kept cheerful, .and grumbled less than a great many of
the men- I only drank out of a ditch 3 or 4 times, or perhaps
more, & that was because the water was.a little cooler than that
in our Kegs- There never was a place of more than 50 miles
where there was no water, although sometimes it happens in a
dry season, that vast numbers of cattle die from thirst.
About 100 miles from Santa Fe Genl Garland carne out to
meet us, so we cut loose from the rest of the command & carne
in to Santa Fe with about 60 dragoons. 3 And now I will tell you
frankly that I am disgusted with New Mexico- It ain't worth
Keeping- Magnificent Scenery & all that-but very little good
land- As for ,the people they are the most worthless set of scoundrels I have ever seen and the most ignorant- Santa Fe is nothing
but a collection of mud Houses One story high- I am stopping
at present in a splendid mud Hotel-board, that is eating alone
$10.00 per week- Everything is dear- You must really pay me
a visit- Some of the Houses were washed down in the recent
rains, so that accommodation is scarce- The government had better buy up the claims of all these New Mexicans-transplant them
to Botany Bay, fence in the Country.,-give it up to the Indians,
& let them fight it out in their own fashion- The climate is the
most healthy in the world, and one of these days gold may be
found as it was in California. If so, I will write, so that you may
pack up Bag & Baggage & try your luck at digging for it- Perhaps
I will write more tomorrow-
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Aug 29th
Perhaps I am wrong in giving such a hard character to the
new Mexicans. When I become more acquainted with them, I
will no doubt find that they are better than they look at first sight,
and I have not seen any of the better class-of which I hear there
are very few. The Country round Santa Fe is poor & uncultivated,
and vegetables & such things have to be brought from Alberquerqe
& other distant Towns. Living is consequently very dear-twice
as high as in Detroit or Charleston. One of my principal reasons
in corning out here was that I supposed that my pay would enable me to liquidate quickly my debt to you, and it annoys me
very much to think that ev.er since the 1st May to this date I
have not been allowed'one Cent by the Government, but have
been compelled while waiting for the Escort, to remain in St Louis
& other places for 6 weeks at a great expense, which expenses are
not paid by the Department, neither does my salary go on while
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not on duty- I will try however & economize so as to pay yO"!1 &
Col Grayson-if either of you were mean men perhaps I would
not care so much to be in your debt, but I know that both of you
have confidence in me, and will not bother me about it. I begin
to be,disgusted with government service. It seems to me that ever
since I commenced it, it has been one continual getting into debt,
and then getting out- For the future I intend to live more economical & mean- If a beggar asks me for a penny I will not give
him one for in trying to help poor people I have Kept myself
poor-neither will I give any more money to the Church, for if
I had back all I have given to Religious & Charitable Institutions
for the last seven years I would now be out of debt. However you
must not think that I am getting misanthropic. I only feel that
if I was settled down for good somewhere with a nice little Wife,
or was a Boss Carpenter I might be more independent, instead of
as now flying over the world like the Dove from Noahs Ark without a resting placeThe native are fast building up one of the mud Houses washed
away in the recent rains for Col G & myself, & then, when I can
have my own Room & quietly smoke my pipe, having on my
morning Gown & slippers, I will be happy- Tell Maum June
that I am going to join Harry's Church, for the people here are
all Catholics, and the Priests fight Roosters after ChurchGive my love to Sister Ellen & Kiss little Julia, & remember me
to all- The mail leaves here on the 1st of every month, & Fort
Independence for Santa Fe on the I st day of each month, so
when you write, do so as to get your letters to Fort Independence
in time without any other direction on it than Santa FeYours affectionately
CHARLES

Wm Whilden, Esq
Charleston
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Santa Fe New Mexico
September 22nd 1855
My Dear Sister Ellen,
I recollect about a year since you wrote me a very affectionate
letter inviting me to pay you alIa visit, and I went- Now I want
to return the compliment, and therefore beseech you to pack up
your things, you and William & Julia, and come out for a visit
to Santa Fe. I think you would be delighted with the trip-everything would look so different from what it does in the States. It
would be so romantic too, to see you mounted on top of a mule,
holding on to Julia and the mule's long ears to prevent being
tumbled off- Numbers of American Ladies have come out here,
generally the Wives of Officers of the Army, aned they seem to
, stand the journey very well- One thing I have noticed however
that they no sooner get here, than they want to be at home again.
I would not insist on your staying here longer than three months,
for in that time you would be enabled to see everything of interest. Our house is not so commodious as yours in Charleston,
but we have plenty of Room, & there would be no fatigue in going up and down stairs. The only house with two Stories in Santa
Fe is where the Catholic Bishop lives. 4 All the rest are of one
Story with not more than one window to each room which opens
on what is called. the placita, or open Court in-the centre, something like the Charleston Hotel used to have. A portico runs
round the, inside of the placita with a Well in the middle, and
several families generally live in the same building, & can therefore visit each other without trouble. While. I am writing several
little blackeyed Mexicans are running round, & jabbering in
their Mexican lingo. It seems a shame that these little childrep.
speak Spani,sh, while I so much older hardly understand a word.
We have five rooms-one for an office, a setting room, two bedrooms and a Kitchen- Three servants, a cook from Italy-a Waiter
and a driver-four mules, a carriage and a riding Horse- I am
sole master at present-the Col being absent on business, and I

\
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am living almost entirely on Mutton & Grapes-the vegetables
such as Tomatoes and Snap Beans having given out- When the
Indians come in from the mountains with provisions, we live
high. As for butter I have not had any for an age, the Mexicans
although having immense herds of Cattle, very seldom think of
churning butter. When we left Fort Leavenworth the Col bought
a Cow, and we supposed that we would have plenty of milk on
the route, but the mean thing had a habit of milking herself, so
he gave it away- If he gets another I will try & make some butter
& send a Saucer for you to try-

".

--_.....'>

I live very much as I did in Detroit-taking the world easy,
and not bothering myself about what I cant help. I know that
you will want to ask me if I go to Church. Well there is a little
protestant Church here, but it has not been opened since my ar- .
rival, so I go to the Catholic. The Catholic Churches here like
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every other building are built of mud with a little more care than
the dwellings, but are yet very unsightly buildings. They have
no Seats, and the Mexican girls all sit down on the Hoor when
they are not Kneeling- The priests have the reputation of being
great rascals, and yet if a Mexican girl meets one in the Street,
she drops on her Knees -to receive his blessing, and remains on
her Knees in the dirt until he has passed. The Catholic Bishop
has the reputation of being a good man, and does everything to
improve the morals of his charge. The Mexicans both male -&
female have a great passion for gambling, and will go right from
the Church & playa game called Chusis [sic] until it is time for
Service again. A Bonnet maker would starve here- I have not
seen a single Bonnet since I have been in the Territory except on
the Wives of some of the Officers in the Army- The females all
wear a Rebosa or Shawl, which they put over their heads, and
looks very romantic on a pretty girl- Some of them are good looking enough with jet black eyes, but they are ignorant- As for
the Men they are for the most part the worst specimens of humanity I have ever seen, and I really dont know what they were
made for.
Yesterday I had a very pleasant Horseback ride with some of
the Ladies. of the Garrison, and. to see these Eternal mountains
covered with Snow is worth a visit from the States. The Sunsets
here are grand beyond description. I will not attempt to describe
them, but I would refer you to some novel where such things are
discanted on- Pick out the most beautiful description of a sunset
in -any of these novels, & then imagine that ours here are still
grander & more beautiful.
But my' dear Sister I have given you a long letter & I must
close. We are all longing for the mail which is due here tomorrow or next day, and I hope then to have.a letter from William--also papers from the States- I never appreciated. getting a letter
where the mail was corning & going every day, but here, where
it is only once a month that we can receive the slightest news, the
arrival-of the Mail is looked for with the greatest eagerness. I
trust that when it does arrive, it may bring news that you are all
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well & prosperous. Please remember me to Col Taylor & his family
& dont forget to tell Mom Juno & Julia howdy & believe me
,
I remain
your affectionate Brother
CHARLES

E. WHILDEN

Mrs. Wm. G. Whilden
Charleston SC
P.S. I must apologize for not writing on note paper, but have none.

C.

'

.

Santa Fe, New Mexico
Sept. 27th 1855
Dear William,
The mail arrived here a day or two ago, and I was very much
disappointed at first in not finding a letter from you in my package, but half an hour afterwards the postmaster gave me a letter
which had been mislaid- I find that the yellow fever has broken
out badly in Norfolk, and that a great many of my friends at
Fort Riley have died of Cholera. s Among those dead was Dr
Simons of our State & one ,of the finest men in the Army. Cholera
was never known to be in Santa Fe-the fact is that were it not
for the houses tumbling down now & then it would be the most
healthy place in the world. The weather now seems to be settled
& the rains all over, but a day or two ago, the rains came down
with stich a power that it inundated our rooms- As for my bed
it almost Boated off the bedstead. You cannot imagine the salubrity of the air here generally. Sickne~s is unknown- We are
living at such an elevation above the Sea that it is never too warm
for comfort, and at nights Blankets are a luxuryAmong the Officers stationed here is Dr De Leon from Columbia S. C. G He is a nephew of old Dr [Abraham] De Leon of
Camden, & a very fine man- 1 told him that I had. a nephew
named De Leon &c, and on the strength of it he gave me a din·
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ner at the Officers quarters- We had a good time. I have invitations from all parts of the Territory to pay visits to my friends
both old & new, but the Territory is so large that it is impossible
to get ,round. Yesterday I was introduced to Kit Carson who gave
me a polite invitation to his ranche at Taos. He is an unpretending modest man, about my size only thicker, and has the reputation of being as noble hearted as he is fearlessI intended to have written you a long letter, but business has
crowded in upon us and I shall not be able to write much- Moreover we have to go to San Miguel about 50 Miles from here 7/to
give evidence be~ore the .u. S. Court a day or. two before the mail
closes, so that all, our public & private business will have to be
hurried- You are in error somewhat about the departure of the
mail from the States- It leaves Independence Missouri on the
1st of every month, so that a lett~r from Charleston should be
written in time to get there by the 1st-else it will lie over another
month. The Mail is due here about the 24th or 25th of each
month- Tell Jem Gardner that our friend Otero was a candidate
for Congress against Gallegos, but was defeated by 99 votes. Otero
however intends to contest the election. 8
I am living as pleasantly as a man can do in New Mexico, and
have got back into my regular, quiet habits. I get up, put on my
dressing gown & slippers,' & frequently forget to put on Coat
all day, having nothing to calLme outside th~ house- I am wearing out myoid clothes, which however look'as good as new from
the contrast they offer ,to the poor miserable Mexicans' who
scarcely wear any at all-'- I have become industrious- As it is a
difficult thing to purchase any thing like board plank in this
Country, the Bishop gave. me a Board with which I manufactured an Extempore Clothes Press, and with a few yards of Calico
for Curtains, made myself one quite fanciful- All necessary
articles of household furniture must be brought from the StatesIf you could send a large comfortable Rocking Chair by the mail
it would go right well, especially as we are so near the Rocky
mountains. At the present time the only thing that bothers me
is my Moustaches are so long that I cant eat soft boiled' eggs

a
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comfortably. I think of Keeping a pig & some chickens for amusement, and as a sort of company for my Terrier- Jackasses are
very cheap here-I would like, to send you one as a present- They
bring all the wood intq town, strapped on their backs 25 cts per
load. We have given orders to our Servant to buy up 300 Jackass
loads of wood for the coming winterThe Indians have been committing some depredations down
below, and a company was ordered from here yesterday to chastise them- But it is almost impossible to do any thing to them,
as on the approach of our forces they retreat to almost impassible
mountains- I am very glad that you have stuck to the Haydens.
It was my advice to you years ago, and I think they have been
good friends t9 you- When a man is doing well, he had better
be satisfied, & not rush off into unknown & untried pursuits.
While I am rejoiced at your doing so well, I cannot but regret
Bro. Josephs pecuniary embarrassments- I hope he will do better now, as it is a business he commenced so many years ago when
quite a little shaverIf I find time to write again before I leave I will do so, but have
nothing that would interest you-"- I wrote a letter to Sister Ellen
a day or two ago which with this letter to you will be much more
than your short letters, but· I know that it is impossible to write
anything when nothing is to be said. I received very few Charleston pape;s by the last mail, but your City appears to be healthyI am much obliged to you for your offer to publish my letters- I
have no ambition that way- One of the Detroit Editors sent me
his paper with a request that I would drop him some news- I
wrote a hurried account of our trip very similar to the one I wrote
to you, to one of my friends, permitting him to publish it, if he
thought proper-but I am almost sorry that I did so, as the paper
since has turned a little abolition, & as my letter was not, presume
it will not appear- Give my love to all, and believe me I remain
Yours affectionately
CHARLES

Wm G. Whilden Esq
Charleston, S C

E. WHILDEN
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Santa Fe, N. M.
March 3rd 1856
Dear William,
I received your letter last month, announcing to me the increase in your family. For this I give you joy, although perhaps
a boy would have been more acceptable. The mail which leaves
Independence for Santa Fe on the 1st of every month has not yet
arrived. It should have been here by the 24th February. The extremely cold weather we have this winter, colder than ever Known
in the Country, & the immense quantity of Snow which has fallen in the gorges of the Mountains may have detained it, although
many suppose that it has been attacked by the Indians. By the
Southern mail which leaves San Antonio Texas at the same time,
I received my Charleston Mercuries to the middle of January, &
had the pleasure of reading the Presidents Message, and the goings on in Congress. The Country is getting into a pretty fix,
when a set of abolition rascals can impede the whole business of
a nation, and stop the wheels of government. I trust that the next
mail will bring us better news from Washington.
We are rather dull here at present owing to not having received our usual supply of Letters, Papers, Magazines, &c, and it
being the Season of Lent and no Fandangoes being allowed by
the Priests, those who are fond of dancing suffer from want of
exercise. The Cold weather too, makes travelling disagreeable, and
there being no Theatres, Libraries, Lectures or Concerts, with
which you people in the States help to pass the time, makes it
worse than one of the smallest towns in Carolina. For after the
first· sensations with which a man views a different people &
different manner a~e over-there is in New Mexico, nothing very
pleasing, except it be in the contemplation of the magnificent
mountain Scenery, which is found over the whole Country. Occasionally we have an Indian Foot Race or something of the Kind
to stir us up a little, or an Express rides suddenly into Town with
the news that the Indians have ran off the Cattle of some neighbouring ranche-and sometimes a fight or two on the plaza, or
a Court Martial, but nothing like you have in a large City, with
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the Daily papers, Rail Roads, Telegraphs, &c &c. 9 Here our only
Rail Roads are Donkeys-our only Telegraphs are Indian Runners.
But I assure you a quiet life agrees with me just as well as a
bustling one, and I can sit down here in Santa Fe with a Pipe &
Book with as much content as to be at the St Nicholas in New
York surrounded by excitement. to I should like it is true to have
you setting alongside of me trying to smoke through politeness,
and to hear your wife upbraiding me for wishing to ruin her
husband, but I hope one of these days to have that pleasure. One
thing is certain-if I ever again pay a visit home, it shall be in
the winter, for what with yellow fever &, Storms, Charleston is
rather a hot place in Summer.
I send you a Copy of the Santa Fe Gazette by the mail which
leaves tomorrow. l l Although there is no news in it which can
interest you, yet you will perceive that we are not such total barbarism as to be entirely without a newspaper.
Give my love to all, &believe me
I remain as ever
Yours affectionately
CHARLES

Wm. G. Whilden Esq
Charleston S. C.

Santa Fe New Mexico
March 26th 1856
Dear William,
We had the good fortune to receive the February & the
March mail a few days since from the States, minus about Eight
paper Bags which had to be left behind on account of the heavy
Snows on the plains. I am much obliged to you for the elegant
Gold Toothpick you sent. It came in good order, and made me
almost wish I was on the Steps of the St Nicholas to show off. I
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now look down with contempt on those poor loafers who have
to use Quills. By the few papers which have come to hand I see
that Banks is elected Speaker and that we may have a war with
England. 12 As to the first, the Government is becoming more
abolition every day, arid did we not have Pierce & a few honest
men at the helpl of State, we would be shipwrecked. As it is, the
Union may last a few years longer, but unless a decided change
takes place in Northern politics, it must at last go under.
As for a war with Great Britain I say amen. If there is however
any probability of it, Keep your Eye Skinned-curtail your business, as a war with that power has always produced a crash in the
Financial affairs of this Country.
I am greatly indebted to you for proposing to send out a Therapeutic Chair, but I have gone to work, & with wool have made a
very comfortable chair of an immense New Mexican uncomfortable Wooden Machine. J take great pleasure in sitting in it, as I
am proud of it being the effect of my own industry.
For the last few weeks we have been living very luxuriously on
Wild Turkeys & Geese, but our butter has given out, and I supposewe will have to take to Molasses.
My little Terrier having had four young ones, I will send you
one by mail, which can be done under the head of "Pub. Docs."
Santa Fe is ,getting gay once more, lent being now over. During Passion Week, there was a procession every day in honor of
some Saint. On Good Friday, we had a mock Funeral of our
Savior, with the Roman Centurion, Pontius Pilate, the Virgin
Mary, St Joseph, Judas Iscariot, the Apostles, Roman Soldiers
&c &c. This mummery is getting more and more out of date eV,ery
year, and although these people can never be made good Protestants, yet they may in time be sensible Catholics-this, is to say
in about 350 years.
One of the Young Ladies of this Territory is to be married on
the 15th April at Fort Stanton about 300 miles from here. Is She
is the daughter of Col Miles of the Army, and some of us may
go to the wedding. 14 Her intended is Lieut L. W. O'Bannon
formerly of the Palmetto Regiment, but now of the 3rd Infy. This
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will leave six unmarried American Ladies in New Mexico. I
should like very much to 'see an American young Lady as there
are none in Sarita Fe, and I have not seen one for some time.
You can have no idea of the great suffering which has been
caused on the plains this winter by the severe weather. For the
last few days 'we have had some pleasant weather, but since November the Snow has been deep and the cold more severe that
it has been in the last fifty years-so the old people say. This has
caused frequent robberies by the Indians, who are nominally at
Peace, for the purpose of supporting themselves against Starvation, and the Flocks of Sheep, Beeves &c of the Citizens have
been frequently run off. The Government after conquering this
Country, has not done its duty in protecting it, for we are almost
as uncared for as if we were living in Kamocatka.
I regret very much to hear that our old Aunt Moore is so feeble.
If she is alive when this reaches you do not forget to give her my
dearest love. If anyone is prepared' to die, it is certainly one who
like her has exemplified during a long life all those virtues which
adorn the Christian Character. I hope by the next mail to hear
that she is better.
But I must now close. Give my love to Sister Ellen, & say that
I will not take any excuses for you & her not paying me a visit.
Such a thing as sickness is not Known in this happy Country,
and if either of you want fresh air come out to New Mexico, and
you will both be invigorated by the breezes which blow from our
magnificent mountains & over our immense plains.
Yours affectionately
CHARLES

E. WHILDEN

WmG. Whilden Esq
Charleston S. C.
P.S. I will not forget to take that smoke on the 3rd April. I will
however use my Meerschaum, as we dont smoke Cigars in this
Country. We leave ihat to the Ladies.
C.E.W.
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Santa Fe New Mexico
June 30th 18 56
Dear William,
On my arrival here a day or two since, I found a letter from
you dated in the latter part of April, and a Box containing an
elegant little pipe, and cigar holder. The pipe is just the thing I
needed, and it followed my letter' asking for it so quickly, that
I am at a loss to know whether you. knew I wanted one, or was
a mere dream on your part that something of the Kind would
do me good. If you have written me a letter informing me of its
sending, it has not yet reached me.
Since my letter to you of last month, I have made a horseback
excursion to Fort Massachusetts in the northern part of the Territory, adjoining, the Mormon, Country of Utah, and had a fine
opportunity of seeing the Aborigines of the Country, and the
Rocky mountains. 15 In the Valleys we would be broiling with
heat, and th.e only way of Keeping cool, was. to look up to the
mountains above us, covered with ,Snow. We travelled through
a country infested by hostile Indians, but as we had a Company
of Dragoons to escort us, we got through. in safety. We passed
through the Valley of the Rio Grande, the best portion of the
Territory, but what gave me the most pleasure was to see an
Indian dance, which surpassed all the dances I had ever seenMy nose suffered as usual from the Sun, but is now as good as
new.
I see by the papers that the W. L. I. have paid a visit to the
Battlefield of the Cowpens. 16 I should like to have been with them.
Your letter stating that you had come into possession of some
of my Pendleton [So G] letters brings to my mind that when I
was there, an old Revolutionary soldier named Dupree told me
that he had Served with our grandfather Joe Whilden ashe
. called him under Marion. Joe Whilden he said was then 18, and
had run away from C[hrist] C[hurch] Parish to join Marion.
I was nominated to read the Declaration of Independence here
on the coming 4th July, but as Col Grayson had already been Se-
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lected as the Orator, I declined, so as not to have too much from
one House. Col Grayson is a man, at home on every subject
whether civil or military &will give an Oration worthy of the Day.
I have heard him very frequently speak of Dr Robertson as a gallant officer in Florida.
You so frequently in your letters inl urging me to come home,
insinuate that my position is not an honorable one, that I sometimes imagine you think that I am no better than a common
soldier- You recollect the old rhyme
"Honor or Shame from no condition rise
Act well your part-there all honor lies?"

Now my position is the same as that of any of the Clerks in the
different Departments at Washington, or any of those offices
which are so eagerly sought after by those who think themselves
of the first families of Virginia, Carolina or any of the other
States. It is certainly as honorable as that of the Clerkship in
Banks &c which the young men of Charleston are so anxious to
obtain. I am better situated than most of them, for I have little
to do, and no one to domineer over me. Col Grayson the only
one who has any right to find fault with me, is more like a Father
and a bosom friend than a Superior, and everything he has, appears to belong to me, just as much as to him. And so far as the
comforts of life extend, I live as well as if I had $5,000 per'year
to go on. The Col has four Servants to wait on us two-one of
them specially devoted to me. I say to this one go, and he goeth,
and to that one, come and he cometh. If I choose to invite a
friend to come and stay with us for a month, it is all right; or if I
wish to extend any hospitality to anyone who has treated me
well, I am at perfect liberty to do so.. If I ever travel I always have
a soldier to Saddle my horse &c and to hold him when I dismount.
And as far as association is concerned, I know no difference ben:veen the highest dignitaries both civil & military or'the Territory and myself, except so far as age demands my respect. In fact,
men high in position, have sought my friendship more than I
have theirs. I say these things to disabuse your mind of any impressions which your letters seem to indicate, that my position is
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not an honorable one. To tell the truth however, it is time for me
to think of settling down as a quiet & useful Citizen. Thear that
we are to have an Indian War in New Mexico, and there is no
telling how soon it may break out. An expedition of 1000 men
at more will probably' go against the Navajo Indians who have
been murdering the' Citizens&c. Their Country is about 300
miles Southwest of Santa Fe. I shall probably go to see the fun.
I send you by this mail in another letter a check for $5°.00. All
my debts with the exception of what lowe you &the Charleston
Mercury are now paid. Messrs Whiting & Adams of Detroit have
the papers relating to my Lake Superior land, to pay Taxes &c
for me. The Taxes have just been paid by. me. This land will
amply indemnify you, should any accident happen to me\Give my love to all, and believe mel remain as ever
Yours affectionately
CHARLES

E. WHILDEN

Wm G. Whilden Esq
Charleston S. C.
Santa Fe New Mexico
July 31st 1856
Dear Willjam,
I received your letters a few days since informing me of
your intended departure for New York. I suppose that by the
time this letter reaches you, you will have returned, and I hope
that you have had a pleasant trip.
The last mail brought us the announcement of the nomination
of Buchanan and Breckenridge, and all the Democrats here are
. highly delighted, and we think that we will surely whip the Black
Republicans and Know Nothings in the coming election. Breckenridge although not spoken of beforehand is a~ elegant gentleman and a near connection of Col Grayson-the Cols name being
Jno Breckenridge Grayson.
I am glad to hear that Heyward Thayer has been left a legacy.
\.
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He had a hard time of it when young, and I am glad that he has
now a chance for happiness, if indeed money can give it.
When I wrote you last month, there was a probability that we
would have to go to chastise the Navajo Indians. I, am sorry to
say that the Governor of the Territory has received their apologies,
and forgiven them all their Sins for once more. 17 The consequence
will be, that we will have more depredations in a little while. ,
We are now having- a pleasant time in Santa, Fe-the weather
although warm in the day, yet cool & pleasant at J!ight. During
our hottest weather, it is always a comfort to have at least one
blanket over a man at night. The Gardens too are beginning to
furnish their vegetables and shortly we will have abundance of
Grapes, the finest product of New Mexico. In New Mexico, rain
is not depended on for refreshing the Soil. It is done by irrigation,
on the principle that water must find, its own level, and the
Streams coming down fresh and cool from the Snow clad mountains, can be cut up into thousands of little artificial rivulets and
diffused all over the Country that is fit for cultivation. The rainy
season commences in August, and lasts for about two months.
We celebrated the 4th July here in an old fashioned style. In
the morning there was a Grand mass celebrated at the Cathedral,
afterwards a procession-an oration by Col G-an oration in Spanish by one of the Mexican citizens, a dinner, and in the Evening
a Grand Fandango. Americans far from home are more apt to
feel patriotic than those who are surrounded' by all the comforts
of home. I enclose to you by this mail an oration delivered before
, the Masons, on St Johns day by the Col. I did not hear it as I was
then celebrating the day with the Indians on my return from the
upper portion of the Territory.
I would write more, but there is nothing nEw to write about'The merchants have all received their Spring Stock of Goods from
the States, so that we can dress here in Broadway styleGive my love to all, and believe me
I am as ever
Yours affectionately
CHARLES

E. WHILDEN
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NOTES
I. Records in the Charleston County Courthouse indicate that Whilden had been'married, although when and to whom is not known. In
1902 his daughter, Sophia, filed a petition to establish herself as his legal
heir.' This move seems to have been in connection with lands in Michigan which Whilden mentions in these letters.
2. Tecolote, between Las Vegas and San Miguel del Vado on the
Pecos River, on the Santa Fe Trail.
3. Brigadier General John Garland, a Virginian, was a veteran of the
Seminole and Mexican wars. Fort Garland, Colorado, was named for him.
He died on active duty with the U.S. Infantry in June 1861.
4. John B. Lamy, first bishop of Santa Fe.
5. An item in the Charleston Courier, September 29, 1855, reports
from Fort Riley that "everyone is in fine health. . . . The cholera here
in the fore part of August was bad enough, but it gave rise to many exaggerated reports which have, done much injury to this portion of the Territory."
6. Dr; David Camden De Leon (1822-72), a surgeon, had served gallantly in the Mexican war and later was with the Confederate forces. In
1865 -he fled to Mexico with General Kirby Smith, hut afterwards, settled
in New Mexico. A son of Dr. Mordecai H. De Leon, he is less well
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known than his brother Edwin, who was accredited as Confederate Commissioner to France.
7. Cf. note 2, supra.
8. Miguel Antonio Otero (1829-~2) was successful in contesting this
election against Jose M. Gallegos.
.
9. Court martials may have been on Whilden's mind because of the
trial of a Major Blake which convened in Santa Fe about this time. See
the Charleston Courier, March 14, 1856.
10. The St. Nicholas, the latest word in Manhattan elegance, opened
in 1853. It contained: some 1,000 beds and sufficient marble to impress a
visiting English M. P. The St. Nicholas was located on the west side-of
Broadway between Broome and Spring Streets.
II. On April 15, 1856, the editors of the CHarleston Courier noted
that they had received a "file of the Santa Fe Gazette to the 1st of March"
and printed a few extracts including comments on the severe winter
storms.
12. A native of Massachusetts, Nathaniel P. Banks (1816-94) was
active in politics from 1849 to 1890. He served as governor of his state
(1858-61) and was a major general in the Civil War. Differences with
England were caused by conflict of interests in Central America and recruitment for the British army by British consuls stationed in American
cities.
13. Fort Stanton was established in 1855. Now a state tuberculosis
sanatorium, it is located near Lincoln, New Mexico.
14. Probably Colonel Dixon S. Miles.
15. Fort Massachusetts, located in what is now Costilla County,Colorado, had a brief history, 1852-58. The first military post in what is now
Colorado, it was established to protect the settlers of San Luis Valley. In
1858 the installation was moved about six miles and re-named in honor
of General John Garland.
16. Charleston's Washington Light Infantry journeyed to Cowpens,
site or-a famous encounter during the Revolutionary War, to dedicate a
monument. See the Charleston Courier, April 16-18, 1856, for details of
the festivities and the reception in Charleston upon their return., 17. The governor at this time was David Meriwether (1800-93). A
native of Kentucky, he was appointed to the U.S. Senate when H~nry
Clay died, but did n9t seek re-election. He served as governor from 1853
1857.
.
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